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Climate Framework and Laws 
The California Global Warming Solutions Act (2006) estab-
lished California as a global leader in reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. Senate Bill 32 (2016) mandated a statewide 
goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 40% below 1990 
levels by 2030, putting it on track to achieve its overar-
ching goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 80% 
below 1990 levels by 2050. Legislation passed in July 2017 
clarified the role of California’s Cap and Trade Program, 
the only multi-sector greenhouse gas emissions trading 
system in the United States, in achieving these goals. 

Energy 
Enacted in 2006, the California Solar Initiative is a $3.3 billion 
sustained commitment to investing in rooftop solar that, as 
of June 2017, has provided incentives for 1,876 megawatts 
of installed solar capacity. The Electric Program Investment 
Charge provides approximately $162 million annually 
through 2020 primarily to address policy and funding gaps 
related to the development, deployment, and commercial-
ization of next generation clean energy technologies. 

Energy Efficiency 
California’s Building Energy Efficiency Standards are 
working toward the goals that all new residential construc-
tion be zero net energy by 2020, and all new commercial 
be so by 2030. 

Transportation 
Executive Order B-48-18 commits California to putting 
five million Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) on its roads by 
2030, along with installing 200 hydrogen fueling stations 
and 250,000 ZEV chargers by 2025. This executive order 
builds off California’s original ZEV Action Plan, which 
sought to put 1.5 million ZEVs on the state’s roads by 
2025. California’s Low Carbon Fuel Standard requires a 
10% reduction in the carbon intensity of transportation 
fuels in California by 2020. 

Resilience 
California has invested over $10 million in a portfolio 
of 48 research projects for its Fourth Climate Change 
Assessment that provide new applied findings on expected 
climate change impacts for California and inform policies 
and programs to support adaptation and resilience. The 
state released an updated Indicators of Climate Change in 
California report in June 2018 that provides 36 indicators 
tracking climate change drivers and the resultant effects 
on the state’s physical and biological systems. 

Climate Finance 
As of March 2017, California has appropriated nearly $3.4 
billion in cap and trade auction proceeds to agencies 
implementing greenhouse gas emission reduction 
programs through the Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Fund. The California Alternative Energy and Advanced 
Transportation Financing Authority supports programs 
like the California Hub for Energy Efficiency Financing and 
the Sales Tax Exclusion, which is allocated $100 million 
annually, that increase the development and deployment 
of renewable energy sources, energy efficiency, advanced 
transportation, and manufacturing technologies. 

Short-Lived Climate Pollutants 
California requires a 50% reduction in black carbon and 
40% reduction in methane and hydrofluorocarbon from 
2013 levels by 2030. Through the Short-Lived Climate 
Pollutant Reduction Strategy, California is implementing 
strategies aimed at reducing these pollutants. 

Natural and Working Lands 
California’s Forest Health Grant Program uses funds 
from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to implement 
projects that proactively restore forest health, reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions, and protect upper watersheds 
where the state’s water supply originates. $49 million was 
invested through this program in 2017. 
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% Below 1990 Levels
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by 2030  by 2050

Renewable Energy 
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465,505
Jobs in 2018 
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by 2030 by 2045
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