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Climate Framework and Laws 
Public Act 90-219, An Act Concerning Global Warming, 
required Connecticut to implement a wide range of 
measures to reduce energy consumption and associated 
greenhouse gas emissions. Adopted two decades later, 
Public Act 08-98, An Act Concerning Connecticut Global 
Warming Solutions, requires the state to achieve a 10% 
reduction from 1990 emissions by 2020 and an 80% 
reduction from 2001 emissions by 2050. And passed 
more recently, Public Act 18-82, An Act Concerning 
Climate Change Planning and Resiliency, requires the 
state to reduce statewide emissions 45% below 2001 
levels by 2030.

Energy 
Public Act 18-50, An Act Concerning Connecticut Energy 
Future, doubled the state’s renewable portfolio standard 
from 20% by 2020 to 40% by 2030. Connecticut’s 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) recently approved proposals for 250 MW of 
renewable energy projects, 200 MW of which will come 
from the Revolution Wind Project, Connecticut’s first 
offshore wind farm. 

Energy Efficiency 
The Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund (CEEF) 
supports energy efficiency programs that play a key role 
in reducing emissions and catalyzing economic growth, 
enabling the state to achieve electric, gas, fuel oil, and 
propane system benefits valued at $2.41, for every $1 
spent on utility-administered energy efficiency programs. 
The lifetime energy savings achieved through one year of 
CEEF programs is equivalent to removing 466,259 cars 
from the road for a year. 

Transportation 
The Connecticut Hydrogen and Electric Automobile 
Purchase Rebate (CHEAPR) Program provides 

Connecticut residents with a point-of-sale rebate on the 
purchase or lease of new ZEVs, up to $5,000. CHEAPR 
has dispersed over $6.5 million for 2,962 new vehicle 
leases and purchases. DEEP has also partnered with the 
Connecticut Automotive Retailers Association to estab-
lish a dealer recognition and cash bonus award, both of 
which incentivize dealers to actively sell EVs. 

Resilience 
Recently passed, An Act Concerning Climate Change 
Planning and Resiliency (PA 18-82) requires Connecticut 
to prepare for the ongoing effects of climate change and 
sea level rise by requiring state and federally funded 
projects to plan for a scenario of 50 centimeters of sea 
level rise by 2050.

Climate Finance 
Established in 2011, the Connecticut Green Bank 
leverages limited state funding to attract private capital, 
enabling the state to expand the deployment of rooftop 
solar, while driving down installed costs and ratepayer 
incentives. The Bank’s Commercial Property Assessed 
Clean Energy (C-PACE), provides building owners the 
opportunity to take advantage of energy upgrades and 
pay for them over time through a voluntary benefit 
assessment lien, levied and recorded against the benefit-
ing property, to be repaid along with real property taxes. 

Natural and Working Lands 
Connecticut released an updated version of its 
Comprehensive Open Space Acquisition Strategy to 
achieve its goal of protecting 21% (673,210 acres) of the 
state’s land as open space by 2023, 10% of which is to be 
state-owned as additions to the system of parks, forests, 
and wildlife areas. As of 2017, 75% of the preserved 
acreage goal (over 500,000 acres) has been achieved. 

Renewable Energy 
and Energy Efficiency Jobs

37,625
Jobs in 2018 
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