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Energy 
North Carolina’s Renewable Energy and Energy 
Efficiency Portfolio Standard requires investor-owned 
utilities in the state to supply 12.5% of 2020 retail electric-
ity sales from eligible energy resources by 2021. Municipal 
and electric cooperatives must meet a target of 10% by 
2018. The 2017 legislation “Competitive Energy Solutions 
for North Carolina,” includes directives to approximately 
double solar capacity in the state by 2022. This com-
prehensive energy legislation establishes programs for 
community solar, solar rebates, third-party leasing, corpo-
rate procurement of renewables, and utility procurement 
of solar energy through a competitive bidding process.

Energy Efficiency 
The North Carolina Energy Program works with the 
business community, local governments, and non-profit 
organizations to help them become more energy efficient 
and productive and educates businesses about how 
tax credits can make sustainable practices benefit their 
bottom line. The state’s Utility Savings Initiative for public 
buildings assesses the entire stock of state buildings, 
which in the summer of 2018 met its U.S. Department of 
Energy Better Buildings Challenge goal by achieving an 
overall 21% improvement in energy intensity, compared to 
the 2009 baseline year, for our state’s 138 million square 
foot building portfolio. The North Carolina Weatherization 
Assistance Program enhances the well-being of low-in-
come residents through the installation of energy efficient 
and energy-related health and safety measures. In FY 2017, 
this program weatherized 1,438 residences in the state. 

Transportation 
The Energy Policy Act State and Alternative Fuel 
Provider Rule requires state government and alternative 
fuel provider fleets that operate, lease, or control 50 or 
more light-duty vehicles (LDV) within the U.S. to acquire 
alternative fuel vehicles (AFV). Since 2001, as a covered 

fleet, 75% of North Carolina state government new LDV 
acquisitions must be AFVs. The state earns vehicle 
credits for purchased light-duty and heavy-duty AFVs, 
which may be sold, banked, or traded between fleets. 
As of September 30, 2017, North Carolina earned a total 
of 3,023 credits under this program. North Carolina is 
exploring the application and utilization of zero-emission 
vehicles in both state and local government motor fleets 
through procurement practices and policies.

Resilience 
The North Carolina Division of Coastal Management 
(DCM) is addressing sea level rise and coastal resiliency 
through several research, planning, and policy initiatives. 
DCM provides staff support to the Coastal Resource 
Commission (CRC) Science Panel, which develops a 
5-Year Sea Level Rise Synthesis and Assessment Report 
to monitor changing conditions, evaluate state-specific 
data, and guide coastal policy development by the CRC. 
DCM is providing funding to local governments in 20 
coastal counties for Planning and Management Grants. 
Land-use planning and management practices related to 
coastal storms, flooding, and erosion; natural resource 
management issues; improvements in intergovernmental 
coordination, and other similar activities will be funded.

Natural and Working Lands 
The Division of Mitigation Services restores and protects 
wetlands and waterways through mitigation programs 
designed to assist private, and public entities comply 
with state and federal compensatory mitigation for 
streams, wetlands, riparian buffers, and nutrients. North 
Carolina is also exploring cost-effective opportunities 
in land conservation and management practices that 
provide co-benefits of improving ecosystem health and 
sequestering carbon. Through stakeholder engagement, 
best practices and mitigation pathways for protecting and 
enhancing public and private lands will be explored.
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