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Energy 
Governor Raimondo recently announced a 400 megawatt 
offshore wind farm, building on the success of North 
America’s first offshore wind farm, located in Rhode Island 
coastal waters. Raimondo set an ambitious goal for Rhode 
Island to increase its clean energy portfolio tenfold by 
2020 (i.e., to 1,000 megawatts) and create 20,000 clean 
energy jobs throughout the state by 2020. Rhode Island is 
on track to meet the 1,000 megawatt goal and has already 
experienced an astonishing 72% growth in its clean energy 
workforce since 2014.

Energy Efficiency 
Rhode Island’s energy efficiency programs generated $320 
million in total benefits in 2017, while preventing nearly 1.3 
million metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions, ranking 
Rhode Island third nationally in energy efficiency according 
to the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy 
scorecard. The Office of Energy Resources actively sup-
ports public sector energy efficiency through its Lead by 
Example initiatives, including offering financial incentives 
for LED streetlight adoption by municipalities and support-
ing cost-effective investments that have already reduced 
State government energy consumption by more than 10%. 

Transportation 
Rhode Island is investing approximately $10 million in 
Volkswagen Settlement funds in zero-emission electric 
buses for its public transportation fleet. With this 
initiative, Rhode Island’s bus fleet will consist of a 36% 
low- and zero-emission vehicles. An additional $1.5 million 
in Volkswagen funds will be utilized to enhance Rhode 
Island’s current network of public charging infrastructure 
throughout the state’s main highway corridors. Rhode 
Island is also expanding public transit through downtown 
Providence by connecting Rhode Island Hospital, one of 
the City’s largest employers, to Providence’s train station 
with new routes that will provide service every five 

minutes, utilizing the state’s first bus-only lanes. In addition, 
Rhode Island will be employing new transit signal priority 
technology at 100 intersections throughout Providence’s 
major thoroughfares, which will increase reliability and 
reduce travel times for passengers.

Resilience 
On September 15, 2017, Governor Raimondo signed an 
Executive Order appointing a Chief Resilience Officer to 
drive climate resilience efforts across the state, both within 
government and in collaboration with business, academic, and 
nonprofit partners, with the mission to develop a statewide 
Climate Resilience Action Strategy, which was submitted to the 
Governor on July 2, 2018. The report provided recommenda-
tions across a variety of areas including transportation, water/
coastal areas, power, and emergency preparedness and is now 
being implemented. 

Climate Finance 
Rhode Island has a variety of programs that help fund or 
remove barriers towards energy efficiency, renewable energy, 
and resilience projects. The Commercial Property Assessed 
Clean Energy (C-PACE) program helps provide up to 100% 
financing for energy efficiency and renewable energy proj-
ects to commercial entities. The Rhode Island Infrastructure 
Bank actively supports and finances investments in infra-
structure that enhances the environment through a variety of 
means, including the issuance of bonds.

Natural and Working Lands 
Rhode Island’s Department of Environmental Management 
(DEM), in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service, offers guidance on how landowners can prop-
erly manage forest areas and maintain healthy local ecosys-
tems through its Forest Stewardship Program. The DEM also 
operates the Forest Legacy Program which purchases land 
threatened by encroachment to prevent commercialization or 
development to maintain healthy habitats and ecosystems.
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