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Climate Framework and Laws 
The Governor’s Commission on Climate Change (GCCC) 
was established by executive order (EO) in 2005 with the 
goal of better understanding greenhouse gas emissions in 
Vermont and to develop a set of policy recommendations 
for reducing those emissions across all sectors. The EO 
also included greenhouse gas reduction goals of 25% 
below 1990 levels by 2012, 50% below 1990 levels by 2028, 
and 75% below 1990 levels by 2050. In 2017, Governor Phil 
Scott created the Vermont Climate Action Commission to 
recommend actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
consistent with the goals of Vermont’s 2016 Comprehensive 
Energy Plan while spurring economic activity. 

Energy 
Vermont’s renewable energy standard (RES) mandates 
electric distribution utilities to have energy portfolios with at 
least 55% renewable energy starting in 2017 and gradually 
increasing to 75% by 2032. The RES also requires distri-
bution utilities to procure 1% of their electricity from new 
distributed renewable generation in 2017, which increases to 
10% in 2032 and has a Tier III requirement for projects which 
reduce fossil fuel consumption by their customers. Vermont 
is also a member of RGGI, the proceeds of which are used to 
help fund energy efficiency projects around the state. 

Energy Efficiency 
Efficiency Vermont is the nation’s first ratepayer-funded energy 
efficiency utility, which aims to save energy and lower emissions 
through efficiency improvements to Vermont homes and busi-
nesses. Vermont also requires new residential and commercial 
buildings to meet minimum energy efficiency standards. 

Transportation 
The Vermont Low Emission Vehicle (LEV) Program 
requires that new vehicles sold in the state meet the same 
emissions requirements as new vehicles sold in California. 
The program, including its Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) 

requirements, is a key strategy in climate change mitigation. 
Vermont is a member of both the Transportation Climate 
Initiative (TCI) and the Multi-State ZEV Taskforce and 
has recommitted to the recommendations in the updated 
2018–2021 ZEV Action Plan to spur electric vehicle adoption. 
Through a public-private partnership Vermont supports 
Drive Electric Vermont (DEV) to promote the sale of electric 
vehicles through outreach and education, and currently has 
the fifth highest ZEV adoption rate in the country per capita. 

Resilience 
Vermont state government, along with local governments, 
are creating plans for adaptation strategies to help prepare 
communities for future flooding events, specifically 
through the Federal Emergency Management Agency and 
the Vermont Economic Resilience Initiative (VERI). 

Climate Finance 
The Sustainable Energy Loan Fund and the Vermont 
Clean Energy Development Fund provide funding for 
renewable and sustainable energy projects while the Heat 
Saver Loan Program provides funding for weatherization 
and high-efficiency heating systems. The Weatherization 
Trust Fund provides long-term state funding for weather-
ization through a 0.5% gross receipts tax on all non-trans-
portation fuels sold in the state, generating approximately 
$6 million annually for low-income weatherization. 

Natural and Working Lands 
Vermont’s 2017 Forest Action Plan advances the ongoing 
management and preservation efforts. Conservation 
efforts aimed at keeping forest land as forest land and 
promoting the growth of new forest increases the state’s 
carbon sequestration, biologic diversity, and ecological 
productivity. Vermont is also working to supplement the 
existing 350,000 acres of conservation land with previ-
ously lost or damaged floodplain and wetland areas to help 
mitigate the impacts of future flooding events.
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