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Energy 
Washington leads the nation in electricity generation 
from renewable resources. 57,000 people currently work 
in the clean technology sector, and the state generates 
more than 75% of its electricity from renewable resources, 
mostly hydroelectric power, and will be virtually coal-free 
by 2026 thanks to Coal Decommissioning. Washington 
produces nearly one-fifth of all renewable electricity  
produced in the U.S. aided by Solar Incentives Jobs 
Program, Renewable Energy Sales Tax Exemptions, and  
a Renewable Portfolio Standard requiring large utilities  
to obtain 15% of their electricity from renewable resources 
and to undertake cost-effective conservation. Actions 
taken by utilities to meet the state’s accompanying  
conservation standard will yield enough energy savings  
to meet 85% of projected energy demand through 2029.

Energy Efficiency 
Washington was the first state in the country to adopt 
high-performance Green Buildings Standards for 
state-funded buildings and is on track to ensure all new 
buildings are energy-neutral by 2030. The Building Energy 
Consumption Disclosure through the advancing of com-
mercial building energy benchmarking requires large build-
ing owners to disclose energy use at time of sale, lease, or 
when applying for a loan, while the Evergreen Sustainable 
Development Standard (ESDS) ensures affordable housing 
projects are complying with energy efficiency standards. 

Transportation 
Washington has emerged as one of the leading states for 
deployment of electric vehicles. In 2014 Washington set a 
goal of putting 50,000 electric vehicles into use by 2020. 
As of September 2018, there are 33,000 EVs in Washington 
state so far. Also, Washington is collaborating with West 

Coast states to increase the number of charging stations 
between Mexican and Canadian borders, as well as assess 
opportunities for high-speed railways, electrified ferry 
systems, and ACES technology – autonomous, connected, 
electric and shared vehicles in urban areas of the state.

Resilience 
The Washington State Climate Leadership Act (SCLA) 
and the Washington Coastal Hazards Resilience 
Network (CHRN) both work across many government 
departments and state agencies to enact studies and 
plans for climate resilience, addressing issues such as 
coastal erosion and best land use practices considering 
long-term climate impacts. 

Climate Financing 
Established by Governor Inslee in 2013, the Washington 
State Clean Energy Fund (CEF) is designed to expand 
clean energy projects and technologies statewide. To 
date, $80 million has been invested, leveraged by an addi-
tional $200 million in federal and private funds, in a range 
of areas spanning clean, renewable, and efficient energy. 
Additionally, Meter-Based Financing has completed 574 
loans for a total of $6.7 million to pay for energy efficiency 
projects in Washington homes. 

Natural and Working Lands 
The Ocean Acidification Policy and Management and 
the Washington Shellfish Initiative are both multi-group 
collaborations that inform ocean management in the inter-
est of ocean habitats and the thriving shellfish industry. 
Inland, the Chehalis Basin Strategy seeks to tackle both 
flooding issues and habitat loss through large-scale flood 
damage mitigation and reduction measures.
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