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Climate Framework and Laws Governor Tim Walz 
and Lieutenant Governor Peggy Flanagan announced 
their proposed One Minnesota Path to Clean Energy, a 
set of policy proposals that will lead Minnesota to 100% 
clean energy in the state’s electricity sector by 2050. 
The plan includes a Clean Energy First proposal, which 
prioritizes renewable energy procurement whenever a 
utility proposes to replace or add new power generation, 
and an Energy Optimization proposal, which would raise 
Minnesota’s energy efficiency resource standard (EERS) 
for investor-owned electric utilities and encourage utilities 
to develop programs to help residents switch to more-
efficient, cleaner energy. 

Power Generation The Next Generation Energy 
Act (2007) set a 25% renewable energy standard (RES) 
by 2025. As of 2016, Minnesota had achieved more than 
22% of electricity coming from renewable sources and is 
projected to reach more than 40% by 2030. This act also 
set greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction goals of 15% by 2015, 
30% by 2025, and 80% by 2050. In 2013, the Minnesota 
Legislature passed a 1.5% solar energy standard, which 
requires utilities to produce 1.5% of retail sales from solar 
energy by 2020. The legislation also set a 10% solar goal 
by 2030. More than 100 community solar projects now 
exist in the state and accounted for 508 megawatts (MW) 
of Minnesota’s total solar capacity in 2018.  

GHG REDUCTION JOBSRENEWABLES

M I N N E S O T A ’ S  C L I M A T E  L E A D E R S H I P

In the 2019 Legislative Session, Governor Walz championed the  
One Minnesota Path to Clean Energy, a set of policy proposals that will lead  

the state’s electricity sector to 100% clean energy by 2050, which aimed  
to drastically cut air pollution while creating jobs and opportunity for people 

across Minnesota, keeping energy costs low for Minnesota families,  
and maintaining reliability of the electricity grid.

MINNESOTA

GHG EMISSIONS-REDUCTION TARGET
30% below 2005 levels by 2025 

80% by 2050

RENEWABLE ENERGY  
& ENERGY EFFICIENCY JOBS

54,279

(EFI & NASEO, 2019)

RENEWABLE ENERGY TARGET
25% by 2025  

(Xcel Energy 31.5% by 2020; other 
investor-owned utilities 26.5% by 2025)
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Energy Efficiency The Conservation Improvement 
Program (CIP) is a ratepayer-funded statewide program 
administered by electric and natural gas utilities to help 
Minnesota households and businesses use electricity and 
natural gas more efficiently. The Next Generation Energy 
Act set a 1.5% EERS beginning in 2010 for electric and 
natural gas utilities. Each utility is required to develop 
a CIP plan to achieve energy savings equal to at least 
1.5% of gross retail sales annually. The Sustainable 
Buildings 2030 Energy Standard is a progressive energy 
conservation program designed to significantly reduce 
the energy and carbon in Minnesota commercial, 
institutional, and industrial buildings that receive general 
obligation bonds. Every five years, the total carbon 
emissions target from buildings is reduced so that in 
2030 a 100% reduction (net-zero carbon) is achieved. 
 
Transportation In 2019, the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT), the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency, and Great Plains Institute released Accelerating 
Electric Vehicle Adoption: A Vision for Minnesota, a 
statewide vision for increasing electric vehicle (EV) 
use to 20% of light-duty vehicles by 2030. The plan 
calls for strategies including: accelerate EV sales and 
use through education and other methods, build out 
EV charging infrastructure, coordinate on regional and 
national initiatives to expand EV charging opportunities, 
and prioritize renewable energy to charge EVs. In 
addition, MnDOT has its own GHG emissions-reduction 
goal of 30% below 2005 levels by 2025 for emissions 
generated by MnDOT-owned projects and facilities. 
The Department of Administration has goals for state 
enterprise, including GHG emissions reduction, energy 
consumption, sustainable purchases, state fleet fossil-
fuel consumption, solid waste, and water-use targets. 
 
Resilience Minnesota state agencies are implementing 
several programs to address climate impacts. For 
example, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, in 
partnership with Conservation Corps Minnesota, supports 
community resilience projects that focus on new green 
infrastructure in underserved urban neighborhoods 
and in cities throughout the state. In 2019, Minnesota’s 
Interagency Climate Adaptation Team (ICAT) issued a 
comprehensive report, Adapting to Climate Change in 
Minnesota, to further advance priority climate adaptation 
recommendations and assess Minnesota state agency 

responses to climate impacts. The report identified six 
priority recommendations for further action: resilience to 
extreme precipitation, health of vulnerable populations, 
preserving ecosystems, strengthening agricultural water 
management, managing climate impacts in population 
centers, and better using climate data.

Climate Finance The state administers and 
oversees programs that help advance private-sector 
and residential investments in energy efficiency and 
renewable energy. Examples include Minnesota’s 
commercial property-assessed clean energy program 
(MinnPACE), Trillion BTU Revolving Loan Fund, and the 
Minnesota Housing Finance Agency’s Fix it Up! program. 
Minnesota offers a Residential Renewable Energy Tax 
Credit, as well as Made in Minnesota, an incentive 
program for consumers who install solar PV and solar 
thermal systems using solar modules and collectors 
manufactured in Minnesota.

Natural and Working Lands The Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency issued the Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions in Minnesota: 1990–2016 report in January 
2019, detailing Minnesota’s progress on its GHG 
emissions reductions. The report noted that improving 
best management practices in forestry and agriculture 
can serve to reduce the state’s emissions. 
 


