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Climate Framework and Laws Vermont’s 2016 
Comprehensive Energy Plan established two goals 
for greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reductions from 
Vermont’s energy use: 40% below 1990 levels by 2030 
and 80–95% by 2050. The plan also expands upon the 
state statutory goal of 25% renewable by 2025 (10 V.S.A. 
§ 580(a)), and established goals to reduce total per-capita 
energy consumption 15% by 2025 and more than one-third 
by 2050. 25% of the remaining energy need should come 
from renewable sources by 2025, 40% by 2035, and 90% 
by 2050. Additional goals for 2025 include: increasing 
the share of renewable energy used for transportation 
to 10%, increasing the share of renewable energy used 
in buildings to 30%, and obtaining 67% of electric power 
from renewable sources. In 2017, Governor Phil Scott 

created the Vermont Climate Action Commission to 
recommend actions to reduce GHG emissions consistent 
with the goals of Vermont’s 2016 Comprehensive Energy 
Plan while spurring economic activity.  

Power Generation Vermont’s renewable energy 
standard (RES) mandates electric utilities increase the 
portion of renewable energy sold to Vermont customers 
to 55% of Tier 1 sources in 2017, gradually increasing 
to 75% by 2032; 1% from Tier 2 sources (distributed 
renewable generation smaller than 5 megawatts (MW)) 
in 2017, increasing to 10% in 2032; and 2% from Tier 3 
sources in 2017, increasing to 12% in 2032 (small municipal 
utility obligation begins in 2019). A utility may meet 
the Tier 3 requirement through additional distributed 
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Vermont has been a leader in deploying renewable energy, transitioning to 
more-efficient vehicles, and helping Vermonters save money by burning less 

fossil fuel in their homes. With the other states in the USCA, Vermont will 
continue to build a clean energy economy and fight climate change.
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renewable generation, or through projects that reduce 
net fossil-fuel consumption by their customers. Vermont 
is also a member of the Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative (RGGI), with proceeds from RGGI auctions used 
to help fund thermal energy and process fuel-efficiency 
programs statewide.  

Energy Efficiency Efficiency Vermont is the nation’s 
first ratepayer-funded energy-efficiency utility, aiming 
to save energy and lower emissions through efficiency 
improvements to homes and businesses.  Vermont also 
requires new residential and commercial buildings to 
meet minimum energy-efficiency standards. Vermont 
offers a weatherization program to assist older and 
lower-income residents with efficiency upgrades. In May 
2018, Vermont enacted legislation expanding appliance 
efficiency standards to 16 additional products.

Transportation Vermont’s Low Emission Vehicle 
Program ensures that new vehicles sold in Vermont 
are the cleanest available by requiring that certain 
new vehicles meet California emissions standards, as 
well as other requirements. This program also requires 
that a portion of vehicles sold meet zero-emissions 
vehicle (ZEV) standards. Vermont is a member of both 
the Transportation and Climate Initiative (TCI) and the 
Multi-State ZEV Task Force and has recommitted to the 
recommendations in the updated 2018–2021 Multi-State 
ZEV Action Plan to spur ZEV adoption. Through a public-
private partnership, Vermont supports Drive Electric 
Vermont to promote the sale of electric vehicles (EVs) in 
Vermont through outreach and education. As of August 
2018, Vermont has the third-highest (tied with WA) 
per-capita EV adoption rate in the country (Auto Alliance 
Dashboard, 2018). Vermont recently launched a state-
funded EV incentive program, focused on getting low- to 
moderate-income Vermonters into cheaper and cleaner 
EVs. Volkswagen Settlement funds are supporting a 
bus electrification pilot program as well as an EV supply 
equipment grant program to increase the number of 
charging stations in Vermont. As of July 2019, Vermont 
has awarded more than $1 million across 30 charging 
station projects and plans to award up to $2.8 million 
through 2027. 

Resilience Vermont’s state and local governments are 
creating plans for adaptation strategies to help prepare 
communities for future flooding events, specifically 
through the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
and the Vermont Economic Resilience Initiative. 
Vermont’s Flood Ready website offers resources to help 
communities increase resilience to floods, and provides 
information on funding sources, community-specific risk 
assessments, and case studies from successful projects 
across the state.

Climate Finance The Sustainable Energy Loan 
Fund and the Vermont Clean Energy Development Fund 
provide funding for renewable and sustainable energy 
projects, while the Efficiency Vermont Heat Saver  
Loan Program provides funding for weatherization  
and high-efficiency heating systems. The Home 
Weatherization Assistance Trust Fund provides long-
term state funding to lower-income Vermonters for 
weatherization through a 0.5% gross receipts tax on all 
non-transportation fuels sold in the state, generating 
approximately $6 million annually. 

Short-Lived Climate Pollutants In June 
2019, Governor Scott signed a bill regulating hydro-
fluorocarbons (HFCs) as a backstop to rollbacks of 
certain U.S. EPA Significant New Alternatives Policy 
(SNAP) rules. The bill will phase down HFC use by limiting 
sale or lease of new equipment that includes HFCs where 
safer substitutes are available. 

Natural and Working Lands The 2017 Vermont 
Forest Action Plan outlines goals and planned actions 
to meet desired future forest conditions, and advances 
ongoing management, conservation, and preservation 
efforts. These conservation efforts, along with promoting 
the growth of new forest, increases the state’s carbon 
sequestration, biological diversity, and ecological 
productivity. Vermont is also working to supplement the 
existing 350,000 acres of recreation and conservation 
land with previously lost or damaged floodplain and 
wetland areas to help mitigate the impacts of future 
flooding events. Vermont’s Working Lands Enterprise 
Initiative (WLEI) supports Vermont’s entrepreneurs in the 
agriculture and forest product sectors through technical 
and financial assistance, and has issued over $5.3 million 
in working lands funds since 2012.


